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Sustainable Water Use for Utah's Future

A Summer of Challenges

Preserving the momentum
of past yearso water conservation
efforts topped the list of issues
mulled over by Forum Board
members at this yearts April
retreat and planning session.
After years of hearing the words
Adroughto and fiwater conserva-
tiono as if they were synonymous,
the public is likely to question the
seriousness of the low-water use
message as overflowing creeks
flood and dams spill.
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We can all hope that the
drought is over, but realistically this
reprieve is only temporary. Drought
is as normal a part of the long-term
Utah weather cycle as monsoons and
hurricanes are part of tropical weather
patterns.

Some would like to say
AWhew!0 and then get back to fibusi-
ness as usual,0 making water conser-
vation a hard sell in times of plentiful
rainfall. The challenge then becomes
helping our friends and neighbors
understand that conservation should
be fibusiness as usual.o

This yearots plentiful runoff has
its own subtle save-water message. If
the dams and reservoirs fill, thatds it.
Thatos all the storage capacity we
have. We cannot afford to use that
water carelessly, thinking that there
will always be more where that came
from. Webve learned that next year
there may not be more, and whatés in
the reservoirs now may have to last us
three, four, or more years.

Continuing to trumpet the
true value of conservation-
-accommodating Utahés continu-
ing population growth and
preserving our stateds superior
natural environment--has become
a primary focus of the Forum and
most other fiwater folks.o

The Governorts Water
Conservation Team has tackled
the theme with a statewide media
campaign. During the summer
months, Utahns will see both
humorous commercials and more
serious spots designed to keep the
conservation message in the
public eye.

This beautiful Utah
summer is a great time to renew
our commitment to iUse Utah
Water Wisely.0 Our theme for the
coming year has been well
phrased:

Conserve water for our Future:
Ités not about the Drought!



