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Put these events on your calendar:

Weber County Water Fair
   coming in April, 2004

Utah Irrigation Assn. Trade Show &     
   Conference  March 2, 2004 

Water Conservation Tools & Techniques
    Annual Meeting of Forum & Conservation
         Coordinators
    Springville, UT (see article inside)
    March 3 & 4, 2004

Uinta Basin Water Conference
    Vernal, Utah
    February 3-4, 2004

Utah Water Users Workshop
     St. George, Utah
     March 9-10, 2004

Large Water User Workshops
     hosted by sponsors in several locations
     each Tuesday starting in April

Irrigation Contractor Certification
     Hosted by Sandy City Parks
     February 4, 2004

Garden Fairs, Classes, and 
Demonstrations--throughout the 
irrigation season and throughout 
Utah.  Many exciting Water 
Conservation events and 
opportunities are coming this year!

December 4, 2003, Utah 
Water Users and the Utah Water 
Conservation Forum met in the tenth 
annual Utah Water Summit.  
Although no one will be able to 
pronounce the drought over for 
several months yet, the tone was 
upbeat and positive as the current 
status of water supplies was 
reviewed and projections were 
offered for the coming growing 
season.

Ray Wilson from the NRCS 
Snotel team and Brian McInerney of the 
National Weather Service displayed 
charts and graphs to demonstrate the 
severity of the last year's water 
shortages.  Wes Quinten of the Utah 
Farm Bureau outlined the impact of the 
drought on Utah's farm economy, 
including the shifts in crops and meat 
production as low-water-need products 
are sought.
 Bob Morgan, Director of Utah's 
Department of Natural Resources, 
showed slides of drought-killed 
sagebrush and other forage, which will 
have serious effects on winter range for 
deer and other wildlife.  John Sullivan, 
president of the National Water 
Resources Association, gave the 
keynote address, touching on the entire 
western region's experience with long-
term water shortages.
 Members of the Forum 
representing the state, a water district, a 
business, and a municipality held a 
panel discussion on the benefits of 

pooling ideas and expertise in order to 
encourage water conservation.  
Stephanie Duer of Salt Lake City, Pam 
Gill of the Kearns Improvement 
District, Lyle Summers from West 
Jordan City, and Ron Thompson of the 
Washington County Water 
Conservancy District discussed the 
ongoing challenges of modifying water 
rate structures for fairness and 
conservation.
 Utah Water Resource Director 
Larry Anderson concluded the Summit 
with a description of activities of the 
Governor's Water Conservation Task 
Force.  On hand was Cindy Gubler of 
Vanguard Media, who has directed the 
water conservation media campaign 
for the last three summers.  Whether or 
not this year's snow is plentiful and 
enough to slake the state's thirst, the 
push to teach careful, prudent water 
use will continue.  We can look 
forward to continued reductions in per 
capita water use as we teach sound 
water conservation principles during 
the coming year.
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